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Claims: 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed is: 

An apparatus for periodicallVioving information units from a plurality of 
; to an output destination based on ^formation stored about each of the plurality 
of sources, the apparatus comprising: 

a first time-based calendar whicWihandles some of the information units 
based on the information stored about the pVrality of sources; 

a second time-based calendar which handles other of the information units 
based on the information stored about the pluralL of sources; 

a third calendar which is time-independen%hich handles other of the 
information units based on information stored abouiSkhe plurality of sources; 

a fourth calendar which handles information ufflts based on limiting peak 
burst rate, providing a scheduling delay when the peak b\irst rate exceeds a 
calculated value; 

a timer which periodically generates a signal which ^oves a single 
information unit to the output destination, with the single information unit chosen 
based on stored rules. 
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2. A method of selectindduring any processing cycle one processed information 
unit from a plurality of informatlbn units ready at that time for transmission from a 
network processor toward a data transmission network, the method comprising the steps 
of: \ 

receiving priority information abfoit each of the information units ready for 
processing; \ 



placing bach information unit ready.for transmission into one of several 
prioritized queues based on the priority information associated with each processing unit^ 
one of the queues being t ime-based and an otherVie of the queues being time 
independent) \ 



selecting one of the queues to service at each\time cycle based on a stored set of 
rules and selecting one of the information units from tie selected queue according to an 
algorithm; and \ 

sending the selected information unit from the neMork . 
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